
I Am A Clever Writer
Teaching Writing at Heene



Aims of the Clever Writer approach

• Ensure a consistent approach to writing across the school

• Base writing opportunities on high-quality texts

• Explicitly model writing skills in a progressive way across the school

• Embed high expectations for ALL writing ALL of the time
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Step 1 – Choose text and genre

• Ensure the book you choose can be accessed by ALL –
don’t pitch too high in terms of reading level

• Choose the genre carefully by considering what skills 
your children need to work on

• Link writing to topics across the curriculum 





Step 2- Select skills to be taught

• Use progression and assessment documents to ensure you are 
pitching the skills at the correct level



Step 3 – Write your WAGOLL

• Your WAGOLL is based on the text and provides the children with a 
good example of how to use the skills in the chosen genre



Step 4 – Plan your unit of writing

• A unit of writing lasts ONE WEEK only

Lesson 1:
Introduce text and 
show understanding 
e.g. sequencing 
events, describing a 
character, writing 
factual statements

Lessons 2-4:
Skills practise (either 
2 or 3 skills)
One skill each lesson

Lesson 5:
Star Write – children use 
the skills they have 
learnt to complete their 
independent writing 
(inspired by the 
teacher’s WAGOLL) 



Weekly planning

• Each lesson follows the same structure:

Step 2
Review “I Am A 
Clever Writer 
because I can 
use…” Children 
to verbalise and 
explain 

Step 1
Spelling focus 
for the week 
(based on 
Spelling Shed)
5 mins

Step 3
Introduce/recap 
skill to be 
focused on
Read and show 
WAGOLL –
highlight 
examples of the 
skill

Step 4
Teacher 
explicitly 
models how to 
use the skills in 
FULL sentences 
(based on the 
text)

Step 5
Children write 
FULL sentences 
in their books 
using the skill 
that has been 
modelled





Working walls

• The English working wall must display previously taught skills and the 
current unit of writing













Assessment

• During lessons, both the teacher and TA will use live marking to 
provide children with instant feedback

• Have high expectations when checking children’s sentences

• Children respond in the moment using their green pens

• Star Writes need to acknowledged with a teacher comment

e.g. “Well done for using all the skills to write your diary entry.”

“Wow! You have created your own WAGOLL – well done!”



Example lesson: Diary entry



Lesson 1: Rhetorical questions









Lesson 2: Contractions









Lesson 3: Short sentences for impact







Lesson 4: Star Write









Less able/EAL writers

• Children should be focusing on skills that are appropriate to them

• High expectations for all 

• TAs are not there to sit with these children – if they are unable to 
work independently even for a short amount of time, the work you 
have given them is not at the appropriate level













All resources saved in…

•staffshare:\2. Curriculum\Curriculum 
Subjects\English\I Am A Clever Writer



Recap - planning:

• Step 1 – Choose a high-quality picture book which can accessed by 
ALL

• Step 2 – Use progression documents and assessment sheets to 
identify 2-3 skills to focus on and what genre lends itself to these

• Step 3 – Write your WAGOLL using the text and the skills

• Step 4 – Plan a week of lessons where children are introduced to the 
text, shown the skills explicitly and then end with their Star Write



Recap: Teaching

• Show the WAGOLL at the beginning of each lesson in the week and 
highlight the skills being focused on (and, eventually, previously taught 
skills)

• Do all modelling LIVE in front of the children and think aloud the process

• Keep referring to the learning wall

• Adapt teaching for low attaining writers to ensure they are able to engage 
independently with the task



Spelling Shed 

• All new classes and teachers set up (Years 2-6)

• Follow the scheme to ensure you are teaching all the skills from the 
National Curriculum 

• Use some of the resources (not all of them!) for the 5 mins spelling 
starter at the beginning of your English lessons

• Set your weekly spelling for homework on here and track pupil 
engagement


