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Aims of the Clever Writer approach

* Ensure a consistent approach to writing across the school
* Base writing opportunities on high-quality texts
* Explicitly model writing skills in a progressive way across the school

* Embed high expectations for ALL writing ALL of the time
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Step 1 — Choose text and genre

* Ensure the book you choose can be accessed by ALL —
don’t pitch too high in terms of reading level

* Choose the genre carefully by considering what skills
your children need to work on

* Link writing to topics across the curriculum




Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7 Unit 8
Key text: Key text: m : Key text: text: Key text: Key text:
The Explorer Lifesize Muhammad and he Fantastic The Midnight /| The Memory Tree \ All About Trees | A Koala Who
Rainforest the ants (studie Jungles of Henri Panther (studied in RSHE) |)(studied in Could (studied
in RE) Rousseau (studied Guided Reading) | in RSHE)
in Art) \/
Genre of writing: | Genre of writing: | Genre of writing: | Genre of writing: Genre of Genre of writing: | Genre of Genre of
writing: writing: writing:

Setting Descriptive non- | Re-telling Biography Story opening | Diary Explanation Retelling
description fiction
Skills taught: Skills taught: Skills taught: Skills taught: Skills taught: Skills taught: Skills taught: Skills taught:
Prepositions, Possessive Plural Coordinating Ambitious Rhetorical Adverbials of Fronted
powerful verbs, apostrophe, apostrophes, conjunctions, adjectives, questions, time, adverbials | adverbials of
expanded noun similes as direct speech, subordinating show not tell contractions, of frequency, place, direct
phrases sentence fronted adverbials | conjunctions short sentences speech

openers, fronted
adverbials of
time

of manner

for impact




Step 2- Select skills to be taught

e Use progression and assessment documents
pitching the skills at the correct

evel

Grammar and Punctuation

Use metaphors and personification.

Insert whole sentences to describe setting and characters.

to ensure you are

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Use show don't tell to build suspense and convey a character’'s emotions.

Years3and 4

T | NC - Use conjunctions, adverbs and
Understand the importance of cohesion in my writing in fiction writing. | use place, time or £ | prepositions to express time and cause.
manner adverbials to ensure cohesion in and across paragraphs. Z | NC- using fronted adverbials.
Include direct speech in my stories but changing where the reporting clause is in the —Tw
sentence (beginning, middle, end). 2
N . R ® Fronbed adverblals [for example. Later that iy, | heard the bad news.
Adding a new line whenever a new person starts speaking. &
Use speech within a piece of writing to move the story on. Use adverbs to show cause. Use time adverbials to create order. The power of three fronted adverbials.
- — - ; 7 consequently, however, subsequently Past the overgrown field, beyond the rusty
Use Expanded Noun Phrases (ENF} with a modifier, ChDDSmg words CarEfUHY to rea”\" show The lights went out in the kitchen, however Understand the importance of cohesion in my gate, beside the thorny bush...
the reader what | am d Escribing. we were still able to eat our meal. writing. Below the azure, clear sky, by a tranquil
Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied cove, in the crystal blue water swam a
. . . w | Adverbs to show how (manner) root word Use place, time or manner adverbials to ensure beautiful mermaid.
(i.e. omitted) relative pronoun. £ ,
| . d i ithi g spelling change cohesion in and across paragraphs.
Use a colon to introduce a list within a sentence. % Words that end in y, change y to i Use linking adverbials to signal an
Punctuate bullet points consistently in non-fiction. @ | (merry — merrily). Use paragraphs to organise my ideas in a piece of | illustration of the preceding point.
@ . er . . .
+ | Words that end in le, change le to ly writing. Use linking adverbials to show reasons or
Understand and identify the main clause & subordinate clause. 2 | (simple - simply). recults.
. . . . . . g . .
Include complex sentences, which start with a subordinating conjunction followed by a 3 | Words that end in ic, add al before adding ly, Story or recount
comma U | (basic — basically, frantic — frantically) Time Place Factual text | Check for cohesion within a paragraph.
links to Year 4 NNS spelling rules. Soon, In the Nearby, Firstly, Review writing to make changes to improve
afternoon, Outside the Secondly, In | the cohesion within a paragraph (add linking
Use more ambitious fronted adverbials as house, At the addition. adverbials to sentences, use conjunctions to




Step 3 — Write your WAGOLL

* Your WAGOLL is based on the text and provides the children with a
good example of how to use the skills in the chosen genre

Irvthe depths of the vibrant rainforest, there once linved o solitary,
panther: The forest was Jull, of mystery and, admenture. Wheny the
vimids surv seeped throughs the, clustered, leanves, Panther trailed, after
kaleidoscopic butterflies and, frolicked, irv the: clear waters of the,
trickling stream. As night fell and, the deserted, forest became draped,
irv darkness, Panther scaled the tall, towering trees. His dream was to
reach the highest tree; under the luminous stars buts exery time he tried,
to- climb it, something stopped, him.



Step 4 — Plan your unit of writing

* A unit of writing lasts ONE WEEK only

Lesson 5:

Star Write — children use
the skills they have
learnt to complete their
independent writing
(inspired by the
teacher’s WAGOLL)



Weekly planning

 Each lesson follows the same structure:

Step 2

Review “ Am A
Clever Writer
because | can
use...” Children
to verbalise and
explain

Step 4

Teacher
explicitly
models how to
use the skills in
FULL sentences
(based on the
text)




Lesson 2 — Expanded noun phrases

Step 1: Spelling focus — 5 mins at the beginning of the lesson Step 2: Review | am a Clever Writer because | can use...
Plural possessive apostrophe: girls’, boys’, babies’, children’s, men'’s, Prepositional phrases, powerful verbs, expanded noun phrases, possessive
mice's, ladies’, cats’, women's, geese's apostrophes, similes as sentence openers, fronted adverbials of time,

plural apostrophes, direct speech, fronted adverbials of manner, co-
ordinating conjunctions, subordinating conjunctions, ambitious adjectives,
show not tell, rhetorical questions, contractions, short sentences for
impact, adverbials of time, adverbials of frequency, fronted adverbials of
place, interesting vocabulary, emotive sentences, personification,
metaphors, sensory words

Teaching input and outcomes

Step 3: WAGOLL focus

Can you remember what an expanded noun phrase is? Can you give examples? Let's spot them in our WAGOLL...

Step 4: What you need to explicitly model (and add to learning wall)

Model how to write sentences related to the story using expanded noun phrases.
Out of my window, | see a gushing river.

I imagine myself sailing on a small, silver boat.

My boat head out to the distant horizon where the sun is setting.

The river speed past a tumbling waterfall.

In the endless jungle, the river darts through the swaying trees.

Step 5: What the children do in their books (SEND, MA)

Write FULL sentences using expanded noun phrases.

Challenge — Can you incorporate other skills into your sentences?




Working walls

* The English working wall must display previously taught skills and the
current unit of writing

Does the learning wall reflect the current learning in English?

Are the skills clear?

Is there examples of teacher modelling?

Are all previously taught skills listed?

Are the letter-join letters included?
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Assessment

* During lessons, both the teacher and TA will use live marking to
provide children with instant feedback

* Have high expectations when checking children’s sentences

* Children respond in the moment using their

e Star Writes need to acknowledged with a teacher comment
e.g. “Well done for using all the skills to write your diary entry.”
“Wow! You have created your own WAGOLL — well done!”



Example lesson:

prr—

THE MEMORY TREE

Diary entry

I am as Cleamer Whriter because 1 hamve used...




Lesson 1: Rhetorical questions
DWDW

Today has beerv dexastating. This moring, I was flying among the,
Jorest treetops when 1 spotted my dear friend, Foxs down belows. Still
and peacefuls he laid, inv the soft snow and, I could, sees his warm eyes
close: He'd [allerv asleep Jorever. My heart broke: 1 flews dowsy and,
game him the tightest hug, I could: He's gone forexer: Why, did, he,
have to- leane us so- soonv? When will, we, meet again?

said; it all, Ghunwxd;oﬂtﬂbqﬂvﬁomw, wagnﬂwuedtog.eﬂwtoﬂwmb
ahoubwhnth}awmﬂﬂb&hk&mth&}omsbnﬂwthamewouldm’tbe

here. WULweaﬂmgetFmomwthth@ha&g.one’? The silence was
deafening.



Step 4: What you need to explicitly model (and add to learning wall)

Model how to write rhetorical questions related to the story:
Why did my beloved friend have to go?
When will | see Fox again?

How are we going to cope in the forest now that Fox is no longer here?
What will we do without our amazing friend?

Will our home ever feel the same again?
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Lesson 2: Contractions
hese words are all contractions.

cant I'm
wont couldnit
Md T'W
he's
What is o confraction?




Dear Dim‘lé:.

Today has been deastating: This moming, T was lying among the

Jorest treetops when, T spotted, my dear friend, Fox, down, belows Still

cndpea%h&luidhﬂwasoﬁmwmﬂlwuldse&hi&wm% T Aol gped wln oevastoiidliss Thsurvtsapsts

closes PR yallery asleepforever: Ny hearb broke, L fleve dovnvand By o st armony of P, T-ioli e iversdl dlsont howaFisa

gave him.the tightest hug I could. WMgone Joreven Whyy didhe B 17 et oy sl mcicburthian Egpauburnry Sbliggaesrends

hawe to leave: s so- soon? When will, we: meeb again? e ool e ibiorsodedbchsmre il lcvesd Theysmiliad v

One by one; our friends begary to-joiny us inv the clearing: Their faces  could, feel, muy heart become a little: less heansy. Mouse, then told, us

said, it alle Glumy and, Julls o sorvows, we gathered together to-think  hows Fox, loved; the, sunset and, Rabbit explained, hows theiyd, ploy tag

about what life: would, b, like: iny the, forests nows that, Fox wiouldnt be:  with, each other inv the tall grass.

here. Wil we: forget: Fox, nows thals he: has gone? The silence was Asmwbmo&m@w‘wmmmw

decfering strange, buts magical. Eachy time, we, spoke; o little orange tree, grews out
of the, snow- where, Fox was liyjings The orange, was as brights and,

beautiful as FolSfur. Tt grem bigger with each memory we told.
What: was this tree’? How was it able to- grow?



Step 4: What you need to explicitly model (and add to learning wall)

Model how to write sentences related to the story using contractions:

When Fox shut his eyes slowly, | knew that he'd fallen asleep forever.

He's gone forever and the thought of that breaks my heart.

It is hard to think about how different the forest will feel now that we know Fox wouldn’t be with us.
Every autumn, we’'d have so much fun racing each other and catching the leaves.

Squirrel told us that they'd spend their time digging up buried nuts in the deep snow.
| still can’t believe | will never be able to play with Fox again

I'm always going to remember my dear friend
Ill look at the memory tree every time | feel sad.

t@uaclasswen g ojj_,he;museum;{o;day;j
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Lesson 3: Short sentences for impact
Dear Diary,

Today has beerv dearastating. This moming, I was flying among the
Jorest treetops when I spotted my dear friend, Foxs down belows. Stills
and, peaceful, he laid, irv the, soft: snows and, I could, sees his warm, eyes
close. He'd, Jallery asleep forener. My heart, broke: 1 [lewe down and,
ganve him the tightest hug I could: He's gone forexer. Why did, he,
have to- leanve us so- soon? When will, we meet; again?

said, it all. Ghﬂmurd}kdbqpsmw, W&gaﬂ'w‘ed;togeﬂwtom
abmtwhabh}awmldb&hkﬁmth&h@nmﬂ\ﬂmewouldm'tbe]

here. Will, we forget Fox, now thals he has gone? The silence was
dﬂafenin%



Step 4: What you need to explicitly model (and add to learning wall)

Model how to write short sentences for impact linked to story.
My heart broke in two.

Sadness surrounded the forest.,

The silence continued.

He's gone forever.

Their hearts had sunk.

! OUF C,GSS wemL +O #\e museum +Oddy.
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Lesson 4: Star Write

Today has beerv devastating. This morning, I was flying among, the,
Jorest, treetops when I spotted, my dear friend, Foss down belows. Still,
and, peaceful, he laid, irv the: softy snow and, I could, see his warms eyes
close. He'd, fallerv asleep Joremer. My heart broke. I flew dowsry and,
gamve him the tightest hug I could: He's' gone forever: Why dids he
have to learve us so- soorn? When wills we meet agains?

One by one, our friends begarv to joirn us invthe cdearing. Their faces
about; whab life: would, be likes in the forest nows thals Fosw wouldnit be
here. Wil we Jorgel; Fox, now- that: he has gone? The silence was

deafening,

I decided it would, be @ good, idea for us to-talk so- I began to- speak
about; my, fanvourite memony of Fos I told, my friends about: how Fox
and, [ used, to play with, eachs other: Every autumn, we'd race each
other and see; who- could, catchs more falling leares. They smiled, and, I
could, feel, my heart, become: o little: less heamy. Mouse then told, us
how Fow loved the sunset and, Rabbib explained how they d play tag
with, eachs other inv the tall; grass.

As we listened, to- eachs other’'s memories, we noticed something so-

of the: snow where Foxs was lying. The orange was as bright and,
beautiful as' Fox/s fur: Tt gremw bigger with, eachs memory we told.
What, was this tree? How was it able to- growe?

I shlLoarﬁtbelieuaFomhﬂagnn&bm}I'anﬂveﬂJb{gebhjrm The tree
Growwny I'mmmm'tb@bn%unﬂbibmﬂwtqﬂeﬁtwmﬂnﬂomﬁﬂ
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Less able/EAL writers

* Children should be focusing on skills that are appropriate to them
* High expectations for all

* TAs are not there to sit with these children — if they are unable to
work independently even for a short amount of time, the work you
have given them is not at the appropriate level
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All resources saved in...

e staffshare:\2. Curriculum\Curriculum
Subjects\English\| Am A Clever Writer

This PC staffehares (AHP-DC) (T:) 2. Curriculum Curriculum Subjects English | Am A Clever Writer

Mame Date medified Type Size
Assessment documents 18/07/2025 13:14 File folder
Cherviews 05/07/2023 12:03 File folder
Progression documents 19/07/2023 14:56 File folder
Training 19/07/2023 14:56 File folder

m

M= Best Practice Document 07/02/2023 14:44 Microsoft Word D 35K



Recap - planning:

e Step 1 — Choose a high-quality picture book which can accessed by
ALL

 Step 2 — Use progression documents and assessment sheets to
identify 2-3 skills to focus on and what genre lends itself to these

* Step 3 — Write your WAGOLL using the text and the skills

* Step 4 — Plan a week of lessons where children are introduced to the
text, shown the skills explicitly and then end with their Star Write



Recap: Teaching

* Show the WAGOLL at the beginning of each lesson in the week and

highlight the skills being focused on (and, eventually, previously taught
skills)

* Do all modelling LIVE in front of the children and think aloud the process
* Keep referring to the learning wall

* Adapt teaching for low attaining writers to ensure they are able to engage
independently with the task



Spelling Shed

A G vV .
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* All new classes and teachers set up (Years 2-6)

* Follow the scheme to ensure you are teaching all the skills from the
National Curriculum

e Use some of the resources (not all of them!) for the 5 mins spelling
starter at the beginning of your English lessons

* Set your weekly spelling for homework on here and track pupil
engagement



